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They’re the TOPS
A  S N O B ’ S  G U I D E  T O  S N O W

You know their names—America’s great ski resorts. Here is their news (and the ski guides we love). 

There are four qualities that define Amer-
ica’s storied ski resorts: exceptional 
groomed trails, elevated on-mountain 

dining, energetic après scenes, and excellent 
“high touch” hotels. These destinations are not 
resting on their laurels. 

J A C KS O N  H O L E ,  W YO M I N G  The Wild West 
spirit lives on in Jackson’s steep slopes and 
cowboy-chic town. Its original luxury hotel, the 
Rusty Parrot Lodge, has finally reopened (after a 
2019 fire), with a new spa and rooftop. At the 
eight-suite Caldera House, you’re as close as you 
can get to the famous red tram up to Rendez-
vous Bowl, the place to be on a powder day; to 
test your mettle, hire guiding great Doug Work-
man. The lunch hotspot is Piste Mountain Bistro 
(floor-to-ceiling mountain views), and guests 

at the Four Seasons can sip après cocktails at 
its new speakeasy, 80 Proof. Non-skiers: 

Backcountry Safaris does snowmo-
bile tours (with fondue pic-

nic) on private land at 
Snake River Ranch. 

D E E R  VA L L E Y,  U TA H  The Winter Olympics is 
coming to Salt Lake City in 2034, and it shows 
already. A new base village, Deer Valley East, 
will include a Grand Hyatt, opening this Novem-
ber, and the St. Regis and Montage have been 
renovated. To show off, tackle Daly Chutes on 
a powder day, or try the Ski with a Champion pro-
gram, which lets you share turns with Olym-
pic athletes. But no one will blame you if, on 
a bluebird day, you ski straight to Royal Street 
Café to lounge and lunch on the sunny deck. 
The vintage-ski-themed Sticky Wicket, upstairs, 
is the place for après.

A S P E N ,  C O L O R A D O  All the flash at America’s 
sceniest winter destination can overshadow 
its fantastic slopes. Last year Aspen Moun-
tain added 153 high-altitude snow-sure acres, 
called Hero’s; explore them with extreme- skiing 
world champion Kim Reichhelm. Two of the 
town’s most sumptuous hotels, Little Nell and 
St. Regis, recently opened top-notch spas. And 
the new boutique place Mollie has become the 
après magnet—though whiskey aficionados 
prefer Stranahan’s Whiskey Lodge, an outpost of 
the Denver-based distillery. Two new galleries 
further enrich Aspen’s strong cultural scene: 
Meuse and Corwin.

T E L L U R I D E ,  C O L O R A D O  As ever, its remote 
location, in a box canyon surrounded by 
14,000-foot peaks, keeps crowds away. The 
news: The team behind Dunton Hot Springs, the 
ghost town–turned–luxury resort, has trans-
formed the ski-in-ski-out Lumière with Inspirato, 
off the Boomerang run (its restaurant is the 
talk of the town). Book Aussie ski guide Peter 
Steiner, known as Holly wood. He’ll take you 
to untouched tracks in Revelation. By 11 a.m. 
be in line at tiny, no-lunch-reservations Alpino 
Vino, North America’s second-highest restau-
rant. Down day? Snowmobile to Dunton Hot 
Springs for lunch and a soak.

S U N  VA L L E Y,  I DA H O  America’s first glitzy, 
Euro-inspired ski resort retains all its Golden 
Age charm. The hallways and suites of Sun 
Valley Lodge, which opened in 1936, pay hom-
age to guests from its heyday (Clint Eastwood, 
Marilyn Monroe), and its 20,000-square-foot 
spa is a standout. To hear stories of bygone 
days, hire Ski Hall of Famer Jake Moe as your 
guide. You’ll need a reservation for lunch at 
the octagonal Roundhouse. Another way to take 
in the area’s wilderness is on the valley’s 120 
miles of Nordic trails (rent equipment at Galena 
Lodge). In town the year-old Monarch Longev-
ity clinic is the spot for the latest 
après biohacks.

The eight-room Weston hotel, opened last season in the tiny eponymous town, may just be the best little thing in Vermont. It’s from the family who once 
owned the Carlyle in New York. New England architecture, a French-inspired restaurant, and close to Okemo (15 minutes) and Stratton (40 minutes).
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Gondolas in 
Aspen. 
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